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As Fourth of July Nears, Florida Democratic Party Calls 
Out Gov.  DeSantis for Failure of Leadership on COVID-19 

Vaccine Distribution 

 
As we approach the Fourth of July weekend, the Florida Democratic Party is calling out 
Gov. DeSantis for his failure to put politics aside and get Florida vaccinated. Currently, 
only 61% of adult Floridians have received at least one vaccine, well below President 
Biden’s goal of having 70 percent of adults with at least one shot by July 4th.  
 
“Governor DeSantis has failed Florida at every stage of this pandemic, and now he has let 
down Floridians once again by failing to effectively lead efforts to get our state fully 
vaccinated. Instead of ramping up vaccine distribution when President Biden passed the 
American Rescue Plan, Gov. DeSantis politicized the rollout process, contradicted public 
health experts, and did little to combat the vaccine hesitancy he helped sow. Florida 
voters won’t soon forget that Gov. DeSantis put politics over our health and safety, and 
blocked meaningful progress on the number one issue on Floridians’ minds,” said Florida 
Democratic Party Executive Director Marcus Dixon.  
 
Background on Gov. DeSantis’s failures on vaccinating Floridians: 
 

• Gov. DeSantis’s handling of the pandemic has been characterized by downplaying 
the virus and covering up evidence of his poor response. According to reports, 
Gov. DeSantis “influenced a state administration that ‘suppressed unfavorable 
facts, dispensed dangerous misinformation, dismissed public health professionals, 
and promoted the views of scientific dissenters’ who supported the governor’s 
ambivalent approach to the disease.”  

• Florida’s vaccine rollout was marred by allegations that Gov. DeSantis was 
prioritizing politics over efficiency. According to the Tampa Bay Times, Gov. 
DeSantis sought to provide special access to COVID-19 vaccines for residents in 
certain well-off neighborhoods.   

• Gov. DeSantis bucked the trend of other governors and did not get his covid-19 
vaccine publicly to reduce vaccine hesitancy. 

 

 

mailto:alcaffrey@floridadems.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Wss4ApT5Ny2sDdsLfkMq5mvpWixB3yNa9z45NUjUjFZftoNb-UAo1WogADQ6b-wC5qsM4NEq7u8qjxOwvHCskeq5VwYyRQWQ_uUpc1rVBbfEeN2acx9CtvVM2ukjcbF7hNoF6Q6PWP59uhygxLf6_llQcZux2TNnra9xdaJUNUi_b1P1LO3LOiVonjgCBMLuOdxnri4Mn61COV19q_2AKhGcjAHX_1yqN64fFic5aaUMKpyVYHLhh-eLBi2zu0du7bQi_KTBNOF2mkg4PDns6gXYLoQ2ULf--o1Ruyl4yFg%3D%26c%3DByZUbTxJnUKzNY_m0SWzau_euUri-Yzj086Kjau3F5RAln4DwYSL8g%3D%3D%26ch%3DM7lMTZYyViBBRzStWg8l_-SXbyernupBSa-QTd_5RVvqf_EMzhzivg%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb157ccf1e9e948b0ba1908d92f501c0e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637592843378367102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=e5Ss0C4xSnwLW1Ka9MzA3KSicd3o9u1%2Bu1wLltRQvuc%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Wss4ApT5Ny2sDdsLfkMq5mvpWixB3yNa9z45NUjUjFZftoNb-UAo1XewxJHYz6UT1hhD09wOaF2YkQRUWr1c0uy5gcb1HmJvBI_VI8-1F_hFrsDEPpN67dveqiF8yRuxkX24m24rcgm1z4KaoS0Yrr-lOH3bLfDi3o0rzdo45ipKZqHxdZkBKxbJV3cuqZIp_yDDFYw_scCUoZ5mO0u-N0BDccvEJn4V4tsZggsv1d5gTnwaIxSD6kG_TCzR_KY0SHkdXnizBBS8zjjuGJR7KMZnsYLYwnNvnRE8v6zoMvSrXtYlUL5EZQ%3D%3D%26c%3DByZUbTxJnUKzNY_m0SWzau_euUri-Yzj086Kjau3F5RAln4DwYSL8g%3D%3D%26ch%3DM7lMTZYyViBBRzStWg8l_-SXbyernupBSa-QTd_5RVvqf_EMzhzivg%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb157ccf1e9e948b0ba1908d92f501c0e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637592843378377090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=E%2Bjeqd6RNPjuOMBk5mE0pYzI%2FM%2FvcqDhr39UAkjxBAo%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Wss4ApT5Ny2sDdsLfkMq5mvpWixB3yNa9z45NUjUjFZftoNb-UAo1XewxJHYz6UTj0VotIVvr_c5Uv4Ck_Ltr0WTmDMbQMdj4Lh-gc32B5R3BS9VW73LeKb3ZAPOCzqWVKilKukngYFas5itD6ga15vdH_40OQYBlmcKQm_CgnAv5OOJ91FNz2Bjwh9k8LOWVp4GijK40LeJPKl5SqTWCeH5vkhtWtsk4P_WRGq2WITcuDBM4eYjcECdM15OEMVvBEHxVYMbAFeto-oqk_F1E2Bx6YpnlPxY%26c%3DByZUbTxJnUKzNY_m0SWzau_euUri-Yzj086Kjau3F5RAln4DwYSL8g%3D%3D%26ch%3DM7lMTZYyViBBRzStWg8l_-SXbyernupBSa-QTd_5RVvqf_EMzhzivg%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb157ccf1e9e948b0ba1908d92f501c0e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637592843378387085%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=tgCNO3tsikQdK9k50ib3BgCHJnMBfSCEr92volWw%2BgU%3D&reserved=0

